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To Whom It May Concern: 


Thank you for giving me the opportunity to write a letter of support to designate the 
Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree a Historic-Cultural Monument. I retired three years 
ago after working for 36 years in Los Angeles for the University of California, Division of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, Cooperative Extension, where I performed research 
and education on trees and the urban forest for industry and homeowners. In 1988, I 
authored Exceptional Trees of Los Angeles (California Arboretum Foundation, Arcadia), 
which identified the oldest, largest, most historic, or otherwise most exceptional 
individual tree specimens of their kind within Los Angeles County. The purpose was to 
publicize and document these exceptional trees, educate the public about their 
significance and value, and hopefully lead to their protection and preservation. At the 
time, if I would have known about the Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree, I would have 
certainly included it in my book. 


The Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree is worthy of protected status as a Historic- 
Cultural Monument not only because it is one of the oldest trees of its kind in Los Angeles, 
but, more importantly, because of its historic-cultural value to the African-American 
community and experience in Los Angeles and the United States, and, in this case, even 
internationally. As the first American champion in the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin, 
African-American Cornelius Johnson stood on the winner’s podium to receive his gold 
medal in the high jump amidst a throng of white supremacist, Nazi-saluting Germans. Like 
many winners at these Games, Johnson was gifted a baby oak seedling, which he brought 
back to Los Angeles and planted next to his house on Hobart Blvd. where, over the years, it 
grew into a large, strong tree. After nearly 90 years, the Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak 
Tree is one of the few in its class still surviving in the United States and around the world. 


The basis for providing Historic-Cultural Monument status for the Cornelius Johnson 
Olympic Oak Tree include its historic-cultural value as: 
1. A symbol of African-American achievement, resilience, and triumph on a world 
platform in the face of racist, white-supremacist, Nazi dogma. 
2. One of the last surviving “gift” trees anywhere from the 1936 Olympic Games in 
Berlin. 
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3. One of the oldest of its kind in the Los Angeles area. 
4. Its association with the Cornelius Johnson house on Hobart Blvd., which is also 
worthy of Historic-Cultural Monument status. 


For these reasons, I urge you to confer Historic-Cultural Monument status to the 
Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak Tree for its protection and preservation. Awarding this 
status at this time is now more important than ever to symbolize a strong, unwavering 
stand against a rising tide of racist ideology in our country and around the world. 


Sincerely, 


Douald R. Kadel 


Donald R. Hodel 

Emeritus Environmental Horticulture Advisor 

Specializing in Palms, Trees, and Landscape Management 
drhodel@ucanr.edu 
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